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Drama is a composite art is which the written word of the playwright is 

concretized when it because the spoken word of the actor on the stage. Indian 

drama in English was not quite significant during the late nineteenth century. 

There were some plays in Bengali but English plays were very few. The pre-

independence playwrights drew material for their plays from a variety of 

sources, the principal being Mahabharata and Ramayana. 

For the post-independence playwright the mind of man is his canvas, and he focuses his inner turmoil, 

search for an identity, changing values, changing morality and the confusion and complexity that comes 

with change.  

Drama unlike „novel‟ is not new to Indian genius, through it appears to be less popular, India with a 

variety of cultures, languages and literatures, has a long glorious dramatic tradition of her own drama has 

been considered „fifth veda‟ and grouped under the category of the „Drishya Kavya‟. 

Most of the Indian English dramatists of the pre-independence period followed the tradition of 

Elizabethan drama in general and of Shakespeare in particular. 

Indian drama in English is an important branch of Indian English Literature though, as Kr. Srinivasa 

lyengar points out, “it is neither rich in quantity nor, on the whole, of high quality.” It took a century and 

a quarter for Indian drama in English to reach a respectable stage and it now challenges comparison with 

the other forms of literature- poetry and fiction-in terms of quality, if not quantity. The first play in 

English entitled Is This Called Civilization? Was written in 1871 by Michael Madhusudan Dutt. 

If Indian English Literature is the Cinderella of Literature in English, Indian drama in English is the 

Cinderella of Indian English literature. 

The pre-independence era saw some stalwarts-Rabindranatha Tagore, Sri Aurobindo, T.P. Kailasam, 

A.S.P. Ayyar. Labo Prabhu, Harindranath Chattopadhyaya and Bharati Sarabhai who contributed 

substantially to the growth and development of Indian Englisg Drama. Rabindranath Tagore was the first 

major playwright who invested Indian Drama in English with lyrical excellence, symbolical overtones 

and allegorical significance. Sanyasi is the first important play that Tagore wrote. 
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